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ast year, §8me
40 indi:viduals were
Lw
arrested ijconnectio1 with a July 22
c�ckfigh� Andersotj. County;
Kans�s. inves.Wgators found two horse
trailets c�_11vertedt6 ·carry 'fighting
roosters, a number of live roosters, and a
dozen or so birds believed to have been
killed in contests. More than 100 people
were believed to have attended the three
pit cockfight that was held on land
known as The Cadillac Ranch owned by
Richard Radke of Olathe, Kansas.
County Attorney Fred Campbell
evaluated the evidence in the July 22
arrest. The HSUS offered case review and
�xpert testimony. Campbell initially
believed he might be able to charge
participants with animal cruelty and
unlawful assembly. However, the lack of a
state statute specifically outlawing
cockfighting made him decide not to
pursue the case any further.
"The fact that participants in this
cockfighting incident were allowed to
evade justice underscores the need for a

h Haven't
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T

his is one of the most
often-asked questions
at our office. The
simple answer is that
puppy mills won't be
shut down until individuals stop
buying the puppies from the
retail outlets that sell them.
Unfortunately the simple
answer is also the complicated
answer. Much of America thinks
this problem has been solved.
Walk into any pet shop and
customers will speak of their
disdain for puppy mills, even
though they may be unwittingly
purchasing their puppies from
them.
So, what is The HSUS doing?
Much of our work goes on
behind the scenes and doesn't
Dogs such as this one spend short, miserable lives in
make the newspaper when we
are successful. We work to assist puppy mills. Until consumers stop purchasing dogs
from pet stores, the problem is unlikely to end.
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) in its efforts
continuccl 011 page 2
to enforce the laws that govern
new inspectors in 2001, due in part to The
This bird and many others were confis
large-scale breeding facilities, informing
HSUS lobbying efforts in Congress. The
cated in a recent cockfighting raid.
them of cases we learn of and providing
HSUS has participated in the training of the
documentation, when possible, that points
newly hired inspectors to improve puppy
them to unlicensed dealers.
mill standards. Congress approved an
The USDA regulates puppy mills
increase in funding for USDA of just over
through licensing and inspection. Facilities
$5 million in 2001.
not required to be licensed may still be
The HSUS has been working diligently
regulated by their state's agriculture
in Washington, DC, to ensure passage of the
departments. Unfortunately; not all states
Puppy Protection Act. This piece of federal
have such provisions, and some states have
legislation would affect all breeders licensed
no laws at all to address large-scale breeding under the USDA and would ensure swift
operations. For the past several years, The
action against chronic violators of Animal
HSUS has successfully lobbied Congress for
Welfare Act regulations, set requirements
more funding for the USDA to increase
for socialization of dogs and puppies with
enforcement.
The
USDA,
which
has
been
people and other dogs, as well as require
"'
long understaffed, hired more than a dozen
continued on page 2
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out the need for changes in the Department
of Agriculture's program of licensing and
inspecting dog and cat breeding facilities,
served as keynote speaker for the final
forum.
Operation SPOT has three new forums
planned for 2002. MWRO plans on
assisting with them. For more information,
contact the group at 314-995-8678, or visit
their Web site at www.opspot.org. You can
also contact our office.

continued from "Cockfighting," page 1

These pigs live on a humane farm.

News In
Farm Animal
Issues

M

WRO enthusiastically welcomes
newly hired HSUS Vice President
of Farm Animals Dr. Michael
Appleby and Farm Animal Campaign
Manager Chris Bedford. When asked for
their viewpoints about priorities for farm
animals in the Midwest, Appleby had the
following to say: "This region has both
the worst and the best of the American
livestock industry. It has vast factory hog
farms that cause problems for the
animals, the workers, the communities,
and the environment. But it also has
many small farms, and some of those are
doing well at developing humane ways of
treating their animals and avoiding most
of the other problems. We need to reverse
the trend towards factory farming and
foster the humane farms instead."
Our office, along with The HSUS's
farm animal and sustainable agriculture
section, plans a major campaign to
1111 limit the use of antibiotics in animal
production,
111 establish close working relationships
with farmers and farm organizations in
an effort to help them and their animals
escape destructive factory farming,
ill help communities whose health and
environment are threatened by animal
factories, and
I'll educate consumers about the
consequences of their food choices.
The HSUS participated in the Farm
Rally at the Capitol in Des Moines, Iowa,
on January 15th in support of family farm
organizations. If you are interested in
joining The HSUS in fighting the
expansion of factory farms, contact
MWRO or Chris Bedford at
cbedford@hsus.org or (301) 258-3056.

law that bans cockfighting in Kansas," says
Amy Suarez, MWRO director. "Kansas is one
of six states that do not have laws specifically
outlawing this barbaric blood sport."
Cockfighting is among the most egregious
forms of animal cruelty. Birds are drugged to
heighten aggression and clot blood, fitted with
razor-sharp knives, and placed in a pit to hack
one another to death for the amusement and
wagering of spectators. Even the winners often
. The se[IJinefr.feat�r�diti'atlp.n.�llV: .
die from injuries, which include punctured
recognize�.ccick.figbting;exiie�· .·.
lungs, broken bones, pierced hearts, and
Robert Beals. of theJosiAruiele:f
gouged eyes. Cockfights are also common
C
pu�ty; California, Sheriff'�. . ...·• \' ..
venues for other illegal activities such as
Department.
The seminarfqcus�d on
gambling and the use and sale of drugs and
the
importance
of inf&rrnation ...
firearms.
sha
ng
and
teamworktocorW
pl
d
Although cockfighting is illegal in Kansas
ill1rnal
animal
fighting.Atte11d
�rs
under the anti-cruelty law; this blood sport
included
.
l
aw
enforcement
offi
cers,
flourishes underground across the state
prosecutors, and �nirnalwelfare
because Kansas is one of six states with no law
advocates
from l�wa, K1:1nsas, · ·
specifically outlawing the practice. What's
Missouri,
and
Nebra�ka.
more, it is currently legal to keep and train
birds for fighting or even attend a cockfight.
All of these loopholes make arrests rare and convictions even less frequent.
The good news is legislation to crack down on illegal cockfighting has been introduced
by Rep. Peggy Long of Madison. H.B. 2181 would make cockfighting a felony, as well as
owning, training, and selling the birds for the purpose of fighting, and would make it a
misdemeanor to be a spectator at a cockfight.
Unfortunately, the cockfighters are now organized and have hired a lobbyist. This bill
will only pass if legislators hear that Kansans care about this issue. You really can make a
difference simply by sending a letter to your Senator and Representative in Topeka and
asking them to support H.B. 2181. If you are interested in obtaining more information on
cockfighting, go to www.animalfighting.org or contact MWRO. Please contact your
legislators as soon as possible to express your views. Your voice is absolutely critical to the
passage of this important legislation.
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continued from "Puppy Mills," page 1

that dogs not be bred before one year of age.
HSUS puppy mill specialist Stephanie Shain advises animal advocates to carefully
document observations and allegations of sub-standard conditions at puppy mills and to
provide this information to local humane societies and law enforcement, as well as regional
USDA and HSUS offices. Given adequate information, local sheriffs' departments may be
able to initiate an investigation into puppy mills based on state cruelty laws.
What else can you do? You can continue to inform friends, relatives, and acquaintances
about puppy mills. Urge them to adopt their pets from local animal shelters and rescue
groups. Nationwide, one in four dogs in animal shelters is a purebred, so for those who feel
they need a specific breed, the shelter is still a great resource.
The puppy mill problem will continue as long as people buy the puppies from retail
outlets, over the Internet, or through print advertisements. For more information on what
you can do, visit www.hsus.org and click on the "pets" section.
This year, look for our office to join Missouri's Stop Pet Overpopulation Today in
presenting a series of informational public forums on puppy mills.
(See page 3).
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Around the
Region

MWRO Director Amy Suarez (second
from right) joins members of Operation

The Humane Society of Missouri (HSM)
in St. Louis recently received a large
grant to expand its statewide investiga
tions department. HSM regularly assists
MWRO with cruelty investigations.
�".l MWRO coordinated volunteers from
People for Animal Rights to join Dr.
Donna Sauer in presenting testimony at a
public hearing on snow goose population
control held in Blue Springs. The group
emphasized that lethal methods might not
be the most effective long-term solution.
51
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Keokuk Humane Society (KHS) held a
strategic planning board retreat that
MWRO facilitated. KHS recently pur
chased a downtown adoption facility to
be renovated over the next year or two.
lili MWRO helped Red Oak Animal Control
resolve a complex nuisance problem
involving 20 wolf hybrids living on less
than an acre within the city limits.
El Elkhorn is the latest town to resist the
construction of a large-scale hog
production facility within two miles of
their downtown. Elkhorn is a tourist
destination known for its Danish
heritage. Many citizens are working for
local control of hog farms.
fill

peration SPOT (Stop Pet Overpop
ulation Today) is a coalition of
animal welfare organizations, animal
control facilities, and active individuals
who seek to reduce the unnecessary
euthanasia of dogs and cats in the St. Louis
area. The group provides advocacy as well
as educational services, and most recently
has become a spay/neuter provider with a
mobile clinic pilot program in partnership
with the city of St. Louis.
In 2001 Operation SPOT began a series
of informational forums. The first forum
was about feral cats. The second was about
animal hoarding, and the third and most
popular was entitled Puppy Mills: A
Shameful Business. Claire McCaskill, the
Missouri state auditor whose work pointed

its Web site as well as many new
handouts available to the public,
volunteers, and employees. In addition,
the agency conducted a major capitol
campaign to fund a new facility
oil Dozens of animal welfare organizations
and 85 law enforcement agencies have
endorsed the proposed anti-cockfighting
bill scheduled to be debated in the
Legislature this spring.
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m1 Kansas Humane Society of Wichita
expanded its HSUS Pets For Life cam
paign to include pet behavior advice on

Nebll'aSi'!a
MWRO and Capitol Humane Society in
Lincoln held a two-day training
conference, Animal Sheltering in the
New Millennium, on March 7 and 8.
rJ Winnebago Reservation hired its first
animal control officer, who was aided by
MWRO-facilitated training last fall.
MWRO and the Winnebago Health
Department are planning a second pet
care event for this June. Local veterinar
ians will perform low-cost and free
spay/neuter surgeries.
II'l

I want to learn how I can help our animal friends
and The Humane Society of the United States <HSUS>.
Please send me information about

_ Making a memorial donation to honor
the life of a pet, friend, or relative.
_ Providing for my pets in my will and
in case of emergency.
_ Planning my estate and will to help
animals and The HSUS.

_ Using charitable gill annuities
and trusts to support The HSOS.
_ Giving The HSUS a· gift of stock.

Promoting the protection
of all animals

NAME
ADDRESS

CITY

ZIP

STATE

OF THE

DAYTIME PHONE

NITED

MIDWEST REGIONAL OFFICE
1515 Linden St., Suite 220
Des Moines, IA 50309

E-MAIL (OPTIONAL)
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By Amy Suarez

Director of the Midwest Regimu:d
Office

T

llet"'s Mai«:.e Thiils alfil"ill
Educational Yea�

his year, our office is focusing on
education because we believe it is the
key to improving animal welfare all
over the world. As we reflect over the past
20 years Qust a blink in time), we stand in
awe at how far our society has evolved and
how behaviors have changed. The status
and value of animals as sentient beings has
risen, making it clear that animal
protection can be categorized as a form of
social change, a change of cultural mindset,
all due to increased knowledge and
understanding.
Such knowledge is gained and conveyed
in different ways. Personal experience is a
great educator, as well as experiences
shared with others. The shelter employee
counseling a pet owner to resolve a
behavioral problem, the shelter volunteer
working with potential adopters of an
excitable young dog, a passionate educator
who shares important information about
responsible pet ownership, the prosecuting
attorney at lunch with his peers discussing
the city's case against an owner of a
dangerous dog, and the health department
director speaking to animal control about

salmonella: All of these people are
educators, helping to change the way
animals are perceived and treated. And
there's still so much to do. With the advent
of the Internet and the speed with which
information is exchanged, we hear all too
often about heinous acts of cruelty against
animals. We still have a long way to go.
The HSUS encourages all such
education on every front, and we've
instituted a new initiative to help further
this process. The HSUS Pets For Life
national training center shows shelter
professionals how to institute stress
reduction programs for shelter animals,
offer dog-training and pet-parenting classes
to the public, and even set up telephone
help lines for frustrated pet owners. The
program has one very ambitious goal: to
keep pets and their people together.
This year MWRO will be involved in
many training opportunities. Look for
seminars on "adopting" a classroom and
disaster planning for equines in June. In
addition to MWRO training, you can seek
out training opportunities from state
associations (which hold annual training
conferences as well as smaller local
workshops around the state), from your
MWRO Director Amy Suarez shows a
family living on the Winnebago
reservation how to train their dog to sit.

Contacting HSUS _______________
Write:

HSUS Midwest Regional Office
1515 Linden St., Ste. 220
Des Moines, IA 50309

Call:

515-283-1393

Fax:

515-283-1407

E-Mail:

mwro@hsus.org

Seminar Prorrmotes
Shelter Outreach

T

his past February, MWR0 and
Wayside Waifs Humane Society
joined together to bring
nationally recognized dog train.er Sue
Sternberg to Kansas City, Missouri. In
her two-day seminar Ending Pet
Relinquishment, Sternberg told of
encounters with people who, at first,
appeared to be irresponsible or negli
gent pet owners. Without judgement,
Sternberg and her associates offered
gifts such as training equipment, toys,
spay/neuter assistance, and dog
houses. Within a short time, a
relationship became established and
communication began flowing. The
relationship between the owners, their
pets, and the shelter has improved.
Sternberg says, "Shelters should
be proactive, not reactive. By bringing
the animal shelter to the people, we
can help pets and owners much earlier
in the development of a pet problem. "

local animal shelter, and on the Internet.
We all must pursue a lifetime of
learning. Identify learning opportunities
that will enable you to do your humane
work more effectively. Think of yourself as
a teacher-one who can bring valuable
messages to the public and in turn protect
animals from pain and suffering. Together
we are a dynamic team promoting a society
in which the welfare of animals is protected
on many fronts.
The MWRO Regional News is a publica
tion of The Humane Society of the United
States, Midwest Regional Office, 1515
Linden St., Ste. 220, Des Moines, IA
50309; 515-283-1393. Amy Suarez, direc
tor. The office is open Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is closed
on federal holidays.
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